Dear OCEAA Community, 

We wish to inform you of an incident that occurred Tuesday, May 1, on our campus. 
During the second lunch period, a group of OCEAA students stood on the play structure and chanted "Mexico" while demonstrators protested at the Mexican Consulate across the street. When an administrator was notified of the students' actions, he went out to the playground to redirect the students, but they were already returning to the building for class. At this time, the demonstrators were being dispersed by SAPD and were not a distraction during the third lunch period. 
The chanting students, along with a staff member, were videotaped and this short video has been posted on the Internet. The Board has received emails indicating that members of the public believe the students were brought to the playground by their teachers, and that the school explicitly sanctioned this demonstration. 

We wish to assure our school community and the general public that this is not the case. The students were at lunch recess; they were not on the playground during instructional time. We learned from a demonstration organizer who visited OCEAA Wednesday morning that the group moved to the Consulate spontaneously. Likewise, the students' chanting was impromptu, not part of a pre-planned counter-demonstration. 
We regret that the recess supervision staff did not quickly recognize the need to shelter students from media exposure and from hostile protesters. This incident has provided us with a context for reviewing and improving our policies and procedures for the future. In addition, we wish to express unequivocally that OCEAA does not require nor expect students to participate in political demonstrations, much less express a particular viewpoint. That is a decision parents and their children should make together. 

OCEAA Board of Directors

